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'The portion of ſcripture lend me 
by the deceaſed, to inſiſt upon on 
this ſolemn occult. was matter. 
of great comfort and ſupport to 
her precious ſoul, in her death- 
bed affliction. The words you 
ns ing * Bc 2 IN 


PS AL LXXII. 25. 


| IA, 7 have I in heaven but thee 2 


And there is none 1971 earth 1 de- 
Fee 8008 des thee, 


HE Pſalmiſt, the inspired pen man 
whoſe words theſe are, had been under 
the prevalence of darkneſs, and unbe- 
"1 the remains of old Adam ; the fleſh, had 


for ſome time the aſcendance he eee under 
4 miſunderſtanding; had entertained unbecom- 


ing thoughts and apprebenſions of the diſpenſa- 


tions of God, in his giving proſperity to the 
wicked, in the midſt of their rebellion againſt 


him; and in his afflicting the godly ; or in his 


afflicting the pſalmiff himſelf, whoſe dere pin 


"XA" fo 


.- revailed. that 2 was envious when he faw 
the proſperity of the wicked: (not diſcerning at 
that time the gracious deſign of God, in his af- 
flicting or chaſtening the godly ; nor his moſt 
holy deſign in giving proſperity to the wicked.) 
He could not ſee that the afflictions of the godly 
were (being ſan#ified) to purge them, to make 
them more humble, holy, and ſpiritual : nor that 
the wicked in all their proſperity, (not making a 
Proper uſe thereof) were Tipening for deſtruction. 
Hence he knew not hew to reconcile the infinite 
Juſtice and goodneſs, or mercy of God, with his 
proſpering the wicked, in their wickedneſs, and 
his afflicting the godly. , Great was his conflict, 
till he went into the ſanctuary of God. Then, 
and there he underſtood the end of the wicked, 
and that their ſtanding was upon ſlippery places, 
they ſoon were to be caſt down into deſtrudtion. 
The good man's miſtake being now rectified, and 
| he reſtored to a right underſtanding of God's 
deſigns in ſuch diſpenſations to the children af 
men, he is humbled under a ſenſe of his former 
| folly, and brought to acknowledge he was held 
up in the whole of his conflict by the ſecret power 
of God, from final apoſtacy. Oh this was infinite 
goodneſs indeed ! hence he begins this pſalm 
abruptly, Truly God is good to Iſrael: to ſpiritual 
Iſrael, to all that truly fear God, g. d. really, 
*tis a truth not to be queſtioned, not to be diſ- 
puted, he is, and ever was good to me, or I had 
been eternally loſt, and ſhould have juſty pe- 
riſhed for thoſe ſins I have been guilty of, in en- 
tertaining 
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tertaining ſuch irreverent, unbecoming, and de- 
preciating thoughts of the infinitely holy, juft 
and good God. But by faith he ſaw God's 
infinite goodneſs, in guiding him with his coun-' 
ſel here, and that he would afterward when his 
(the pſalmiſt's) generation work was done, receive 
him to glory. | 

Here give me leave to take notice of a miſtake 
which prevails among many; they ſuppoſe, it 
bs utterly impoſſible" for any in this world, to 
know whether he ſhall enjoy, eternal felicity, or 
ſuffer eternal torments. But you find, the 

pſalmiſt knew that he ſhould enjoy eternal feli- 
city. And Job ſays, I [know] that my Re 
Jeemer liveth. David alſo ſays, the Lord is 
I] ſhepherd. And pany more ſcriptures 
might be produced to prove that ſome know 
their future ſtate. But this I only glance at. 

The pſalmiſt then you plainly ſee knew, and 
was firmly perſuaded that he ſhould be received 
into glory.———Now, from a proſpect ſo delight- 
ful, ſo raviſhing as this, he breaks into a holy 
and heavenly rapture, in the words of the text, 
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M bom baue I in heaven but thee? and there is nene 


upon earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
. We muſt not think the good man had TY 
manner of deſire for any ſort of company, or for 
ſuch things that were ſuitable to his preſent 
ſtate, or ſtation in which God had fix'd him, in 
theſe lower regions: for this would be a contra- 
diction to other ſcriptures, as well as to reaſon, 
and experience in all ages, Doubtleſs the words 
are 
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are to be underſtood, not abſolutely, but com- 
paratively ; for, as a rational creature, or as a 
man, he could not but deſire the good things of 
3 life, whilſt he was here; ſuch as the en- 
joyment of near and dear RAO SO Et agree - 
able company and delightly converſation of the 
godly; together with ſuitable ſupplies and ſup- 
ports for che outward, man: In ſhort all thoſe 
agreeable accommodations which might. render 
bis paſſage through this thorny maze, this trou- 
bleſome world, more eaſy and comfortable than 


| otherwiſe it would be. But yet none of all theſe, 


(no, nor all of them together) could ſatisfy him 
without the , enjoyment of God, and unleſs he 
could taſte divine goodneſs i in them. And even 
though he could enjoy creature comforts as the 
fruits of peculiar love, yet God was to him ir in- 
ine more deſirable than them all. | 
_ Whom have Tin heaven but thee? q. d. ſaints and 


angels above, are lovely creatures, but not ſo 
1 Jovely as my God, therefore not ſo deſirable as 


the enjoyment of His gracious and glorious pre- 
ſence in heaven. And there'is none upon earth that 


I aefire beſides thee, i. e. I deſire none upon earth, 
ſo as to truſt in, or reſt ſatisfied with them, as 
my chiefeſt good. Indeed, nothing is truly g 


to us, nor truly good for us, in heaven itſelf, 
(if it might be ſuppoſed a ſoul could be there) 
without the enjoyment of God. For nothing 
can be truly good to, nor for us on earth, with- 
out his divine bleſſing, and the real enjoyment 
of * gracious preſence. A man without God, 
(alienated 


( 7-27 
* (alienated from the life of God) is a very miſerable 
creature, though he knows it not. A man with- 
out God in the world, is ſpiritually dead; he has 
a a dead foul in a living body. —— Our text is an 
epitome of a truly gracious heart, a godly ſoul, 
a heaven · born creature, a god-like man; for he 
is one who cannot live comfortably, nor be con- 
tented without God, even though he had the 
- whole world at his command. 
By inverting the order of our text, I ſhall w 
| it into two propoſitions. 
\-* Firſt, That à godly foul is favoured with ſuch a 
Principle, that © nothing ſhort of infinite goodneſ, is 
ſufficient to fatisfy its vaſt defires in this world, any 
more than in another. And, 
. © - Secondly, That even heaven itſelf als not be 
a ſtate, or place of real happineſs to a gracious ſoul, 
. * the eee of the gracious Oy of 
| G wy „ 
An my treating the firſt Propoſition, I ſhall 
| ſhew, | 
I. What is the principle of a truly 42 ſoul, or 


' that principle from whence we are denominated 
godly. 


II. Why that principle is not to be ſatisfied with 
any thing ſhort of infinite goodneſs. 
II. I Jeu 2 55 the point. 


1: What is thi principle of the ly ſoul? 
iſt. It is a new nature; it is that which our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt implants by his Spirit, in the 


fouls 
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69 890 
. fouls of all believers (2). It is a new creature x, 
a vital operative power, actuating: and exciting 
the foul, in all its ſpiritual motions, and heavenly 
| | defies z in all its religious devotions, and devout 


performances; in all its holy and humble ap- 


proaches to God through a Mediator. This 
Principle is ſo divine, that it is called a partici- 
pation of the divine nature ( b), not of deity, but 
a participation of divine goodneſs, holineſs, and 
true righteouſneſs (c). It. is ſo divinely impreg- 
nable, that it cannot be deſtroyed, or rooted qut 
. of the ſoul, by all the cunning art or malice of 
the tumultuous wicked world; nor by all the 
power of indwellipg corruption, in conjunction 
with all the powers and efforts of hell itſelf. 
It is very active for Fad. and always works by 


© brug, to him (d). 
ad. This divine principle i is called the Seed of 


” God" which remaineth in the believer, or who» 


;» ſoever is barn of God (e). And this is the grand 
reaſon of his not committing ſin with that full 


conſent of will, by free choice, taking delight 


and pleaſure therein, as thoſe do, who are grace- 
leſs, 123 deſtitute of this principle. Nor is it 
poſſible for tha] ſoul thus principled, to commit 
the unpardonable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
For whatſoever is born of God, overcometh the world 
(JF): This principle i is a divine ſeed from God, 
and is born of God; the ſtrength and activity 
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Vr which is Yuch, that it works through all's 
*poſition, i it overcometh every enemy, both within 
and without at laſt. It is ſo operative and pow- 
erful, that ir carries the ſoul above all ſublunary 
things; it delights only in, and converſeth with 
heavenly objects and things (5). How ſublime? 
How- noble this principle! all its inclinations, 
all its motions are heavenly, holy, ſpiritual, and 
pure. Its aim and end, (in all its vigour, in all 
its activity) is to advance the honour and glory 
of its own gracious God and Father, in the full 
and intire mortification of the old man; and a 
humble ſubmiſſion to the divine will in every 
diſpenſation (i). 
3d. This divine principle is called the imward 
man (i). And it is the inward man in regard 
co the ſoul itſelf; not to the body: It is chat in- 
ward principle, by which the godly ſoul doth 
cruly love God above al created beings z hence 
it takes delight in the law of God, and doth taſte 
an inexpreſſible ſweetneſs in his infihite goodneſs. 
It excites the foul to All chearful obedierice, that 
wich the greateſt -pleaſure ir walks with G6J; 
It: cannot love, therefore cannot counteriance, 
much leſs propagate the kingdom of darkneſs. 
As it is an internal principle, ſo it is the root of 
true and powerful religion in the heart, I is the 
kingdom of God within you (I). It conſiſts not in 
butward forms and modes of worſhip, but in the 
power of godlineſs, But, notwithſtanding it is 
{þ) Phil. iii. 20, (i) 1 Sam. iii. 18. 
(% Rom, vii. 22, () Luke xvit 21. 
© m9 4) Þþ internal 
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tnternal in regard to the ſou}, ir indeed diſcovezs 
Itſelf in external acts of piety; it does not, it 
cannot indulge floth in the work and ſervice of 
2 God. No, no, it i is a living, therefore an active, 
operative principle. It is that to the ſoul, that 
the ſoul is to the body, before the diſſolution; 
for as the ſoul is the life of the body, ſo this di- 
vine principle is the life of the ſoul; and the 
Holy Spirit, the eternal God, is the life of chis 
principle. Pray obſerve it. I'll repeat it. This 
principle is that to the ſoul, that the ſoul is ts the 
body, before its diſſolution; for ag the ſoul is the 
life x the body, ſo. this divine principle is the 
life of the ſoul; and the Holy Spirit, the eternal 
God, is he lite of this principle. Oh! this living 
BY Principle is a heaven · born creature; God is emi- 

bs nently i in it; God is ſole author of it; and he is 
the fupporter of it. This is indeed the ſuper- 
natural workmanſo1p of God, created in Cbriſt Jeſus 
Anto good. works (m). It is part of the deep and 
| profound myſtery of gedlineſs. It is that, that lives 
upon, and Celights | in nothing bur divine love 
and goodneſs in a Mediator. In a word, . this 
5 myſterious work at God, is an epiſtle of Chriſt, 
V rote in every -Eracious Fart, not with int, but 
= with the Jeirit of ihe living God (n). 2 
5 1 his leads me 10 conſider, R N. 1 5 9 ; 
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25 h/ this priviiple is not to be fie with 
any Gig mort of infinite goodneſs, | | 
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iſt. This divine principle of ſpiritual lle, is 
comprehenſi ive of all the ſanctifying graces of the 

Holy Spirit, and therefore of a deine faith, by 
_ «which it views the tranſcendent amiableneſs of 

the divine perfections of the deity in che Media- 

tor. And as the ſoul: views a raviſhing beauty, 

ſo it in reality doth taſte an unexpreſſible ſweet- 

neſs; in the infinite love and goodneſs of God 
4 as recorciled. And this is the grand reaſon of 
* its being ever reſtleſs for farther taſtes, and par- 
q ticipations thereof. Nor will“! it ever be intirely 
and compleatly: ſatisfied, till the ſoul is filled 
therewith, to the utmoſt ; which will not be on 
this ſide eternity. Oh, this new creature, this 
-Jpiritual life, this child of God, tliis babe of grace! 
Iris/ſuch a noble pedigtee, divine extfact, glort- 
ous deſcent and heavenly birth, that it 1s utte 
: impoſſible: it ſhould He ſatisfied With any thin 
mort of infinite goodneſs. For every creaturg is 
: fondiof its 'own Hkeneſs: And where can we 
dnd any meer cteature in heaven or earth, that 

bears ſuch u reſemblante, or carries ſuch a ſtrgng 
repreſentation of this new creature, as God i in ou 
nature, in regard of his communicable perfect 
ons v Which perfections, the heaven born foul 
ſucke in, as every way ſuitable td the nature 1 0 
Y —— chis divine principle. 

8 Ad. This new man,; or divine principle, is too 
; ſpiricual, high and noble, to live upon, or to be 
delighted with earthly'traſh.- It is a divine flame, 

ever aſcending upwards;'itſcorns to ftoop down- 

; Rnd it never grovels in the duſt, among crea- 

. nee 7G! * 3 © tures 
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; Eannot. ſatigh y.it.... Can royal -blood,;a majeſtick 


« a2 ) 
tures to ſeek its ſatisfaction. It well knows 1 that 
18 not to be found but; in the fountain of living 


waters (o). Our Lord ſays, it is in the ſoul a 
well of water (p); and the: property of it is to 
ſpring upwards; not downward. It is a well of 
water ſpringing 25 into everlaſting liſe. This ger 
nuine offspring of God, can live and delight in 


nothing but e ernal love, i in the contemplation:of 
which, it ſolaces itſelf continually, and is raviſn- 


| ed with the unutterable ſweetneſs thereof, as the 
f only ſ ſuitable good for this new creaturg. There 
fore it cannot be fatisfied, With. any yy bort 


hereo! 4 Ta | * N. 4 171 75 4 


> Vit 


1 Ey very . and.of the. worlds! is: 105 


gr mean. and inſipid to this. divine original, 


at it can taſte no ſwegtnęſs cherein a it canact 
iſh ſuch ſorgid, things, they are quite. taſtelefs 
unſayory to a. truly ſpirizual ſpul a therefore 


Prince, liye upon, and be ſatisfied with heggars 
fare! 2 no more can this royal Babe, - this:royal 
blood (4), live upan,,and be. fatished wich haft 


e! low ſpuited, things, which can Snν⅝ gratiſy 


fleſh. ; Every thing. gf the world, ig com: 


: pred, in che ſe. ed > Profits; Rleaſures, Honours. 
And if A godly, 


oul was, poſſeſſecd of one, :;;of'the 
"other, apd of all theſe, yer, they, could: not fatisfy 
it. | Becauſe all theſe. things are but Beſh,/and, this 
principle (of Which we are Weaking) w is nothing 
12 ſpirit, or altogethef ſpiritual: conſequently, 

sf ing of. the world. an, be no ſuitable 
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match for it; no, it muſt be ſomething more 
noble, more durable, ſomething divine, to to fad 
it. And what can that be, but infinite goodneſs, 
infinite ſweetneſs. It is only the dainties of 
heaven, divine fatneſs, the fatneſs of God's houſe; 
i. e. divine gtace and goodneſs, divine love ànd 
mercy, communicated to God's people, in their 
waiting upon him in his houſe of prayer, AN 
and doth abundantly fatisfy the godly. foul, 
the pſalmiſt may be believed. ' Hot — : 
thy loving kindneſs, O God ! therefort the children 27 | 
men put their truſt under the fhrdow of thy" © 


' They ſpall be abundantly ſatirfied with the fal * $4 


thy houſe: and then ſhalt mate them trink of "tht 
river of thy pleaſures\ (h., {Thy plezfures] viz; 
2 pleaſures that ariſe from a iſe and taſtè bf 
thy loying kindneſs : they are thbſe divine plea- 
how which flow from that river 6f infinite love 
in the heart of God, the flrrams e 
rbe city of God (). 1 22 
Ah. Again; faith, (the eye of the new' creg- 
- tute) nevet Icolts at, and therefore thirſts not 
after temporalities; they being things chat ate 
no way adapted to pleaſe, or gratfy- the ſpiritual 
deſires of a gudly fol. They are too mean, too 
bonn and deggarly, they are not ſubſtantial and 
Aaſting, "they are periſhing t6ys 3 faith diſdaihs 
-ro-calt/alveyeupon them. It muſt be 2 laſting, 
ven awevetlaſting fubſtante, to match an im- 
mortal principle And without a ſuitable match, 
icannor be ſatisfied; : Nothing inferior to eter- 
nal 
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nal things, is, or can be ſufficient to pleaſe, de- 


light, ad. content the heaven · born creature, the 


godly,.ſoul.. Hence faith looks only to thoſe 
things Which are eternal. While, (ſaith the 
apoſtię) we lach not at tbe rhings which are ſeen, 
gut at. the things ib are not ſeen: for the things 
which, are ſeen are temparal, but the: things which 
af of ſeen, are Ern nal (4), The words at firſt 
light ſeem̃ either a contradiction, or an impoſſi- 
bility. For how can we; look at things which 
are not ſeen, ? anſyer, by faith. the believer looks 
at thoſe, things which are inviſible io, and there- 
fore not ſeen by the bodily eye. Nos theſe ſpi- 
Fitual inviſible, thipgs.ace. vteryal, Not temporal, 
nor, peithing, things, for-ſuch things are too 
bean to be Jogked ar, moch leſt to be em 
braced. by a crtatufe © 


holy: the new man. It looks at eternal ching3, 
52 6 an eternal love. ian, 8904 can Mis: 


{v5 by 


1 Ach. Though temporal chipgs/.Giit-the deck. 
q ' ye, they; gare too baſc-born, for the ſpirit of this 
| diyine principle in a,godly; ſoul, to take; any de- 
llughtt in, much ſeſs 40 be ſatisſied wich, Tbey 
haare go ſuch qualicy;: as to excite-{piritual joy, 
| e ſatisfactian to che ſpirizugllyiminded 
| n The new creature is; purely divine hence 
|  Jomexhing. of God, and nothing bot chat i is di · 

| © yinely, good from him, dath it delight in, and 
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ſuch high and ſpiritpkl | 
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eagerly ED. Fur hai the — — en 2 


{«@ 3s } 
ove after the. fleſh, de mind the things of the fab: 
ut bey that: are after the ſpirit, the things of the 

- ſpirit (u). The, thipgs of the ſpirit, are all af 
them infinitly: ſuperior: to the fleſh z, they are 
\ heavenly and divine. Such as the love of God, 
which he ſhed: abroad in our hearts (w). He 
comforts the godly; guides into all truth; diſ- 
covers and ap: ies the thipgs of Chriſt. (x). 
Theſe are the glorious things of the: ſpirit,- the 
flows and effects of infinite-goodneſs.. Oh! this 
is the pleaſant delicious food: of ſaints, with 
which they ſpiritually rhrive, in which they 
' mightily rejoice, and by which they are propor- 
tionably ſatisfied. The godiy ſoul minds the 
things of the ſpirit; theſe, theſe: are things that 
iT favours ; ſuch a ſoul ſees a raviſhing beauty 
in ſalvation by grace alone through Chriſt ; and 
och. taſte an overcoming ſweetneſs in that di- 
vine love which is the ſpring and ſource theregf. 
Hence it is ever graſping after farther participa- 
tions of that infinite goodneſs which alone can 
* and ſcttle it. Ordinances, wichout the 
God of ordinances, are poor dry inſipid things 

to a child of God. And no branch of divine 

VWorbip is pleaſant, nor profitable ta the new | 
creature, farther chan, or in proportion to ĩts en- 
| joymem of God therein. Hlas l what ate ex- 
ternal modes and forms, in what ĩs called religion, 
it God is not graciouſly preſent. The godly can 
-. Had no ſatisfaction, without they. can experience 
the flows of diviae love and grace. "= 
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pop,” in, or but of worſhip will pleaſe the fleſh, 
And ſuit the carnal pfofeſſor extremely well, 
He can fit eaſy under the external forms of wor- 
ſhip without any atquaintance with God; or the 
power of godlineſs, and thinks all is well with 
Him. But oh! the new creature is panting after 
God: without whom it cannot be ſatisfied in no 
öne duty. What is prayer? What is reading the 
word of God, or hearing of it preachetl and 
opened? if the believer cannot enjoy ſweet con- 
verſe with God therein. Without ſenſible com- 
munion he is reſtleſs ; he is reſtleſs till he finds 
His beloved (y), and can have a freſh taſte of the 
ſweetneſs of divine love, which alone can ſertle 

n ſatisfy the godly ſou. 
th. As this divine principle is the true image 
of God and God alone is the life of it; fo no. 
thing inferior to infinite goodneſs can poſſibly 
| fatisfy it. Becauſe no creature can be delighted 
with that, that is not agreeable. to ity ow nature; 


and if it is not delighed, ĩt is impoſſible i it ſhould 


be ſatisfied: Swine“ s food, will as well ſatis 
human nature, as any king ſhort of infinite 
goodneſs, can ſatisfy the ſpiritual nature of this 
divine principle of a godly Foul. The godly are 
ſaid to hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs (2) 
and what righteouſneſs can that be, but a confor- 
mity to God, and a participation of divine good- 
neſs. It cannot be the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Cart for Juſtification. Becauſe that they are 
(5) Song iii, 1,2; (len Matt, v. 6. 
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already fayqured with, in as full. and compleat 
manner as ever will be. But this righteouſneſs 
rafter which the godly hunger and thirſt, is inhe- 
rent, and at preſent imperfect in regard to. its 
degrees, though it is perfect in its kind. Oh! 
the godly foul thirſteth for farther and higher 
degrees of heart holineſs, and a larger . meaſure 
of infinite goodneſs. For as its conformity to 
God is at preſent. but partial, the ſoul cannot be 
content therewith. Hence it is thirſting after a 
Full and perfect conformity to the divine perfec- 
tions of its gragious God, fo far as it can ever 
be capable. For holineſs and conformity to 
God, is always proportionable to the communi- 
" cations we receive, and ſuck in from the divine 
goodneſs. And by reaſon of this divine princi- 
ple, the godly {ſ{oul. will be ever reſtleſs, till. it 
arrives to the utmoſt; perfection of divine holi- 
.neſs; For it cannot be perfectly happy, till it is 
perfectly holy. And a divine rectitude, a god- 
like righteouſneſs, is hat the: godly now. on 
earth ſhall be filled with in heaven above, and 
2. not till then, or till they arrive there; then the 
promiſe will be made good: They all be filled. 
The king's daughter will be there, and then all 
,glorious within (a). ). This is Hat infinite good- 
neſs, the true chriſtian is ſo eagerly purſuing 
and thirſting after, and without which the godly 
ſoul cannot be fully fatisfied in this world, 
l (a) Pſal. xlv. 1 3. 
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This leads me to what I propoſed. | 


III. To prove the point, viz. That nothing 
Hort of infinite goodneſs is. ſufficient to Satisfy the di- 
vine principle of a godly ſoul. = 

One would think indeed there is no need of 
this; it having been already ſufficiently proved. x 
However, as it is a point of importance, and 
apt to be rejected by the carnal minded profeſſor, 
J am willing this experimental truth ſhould re- 
ceive a further confirmation, by adding a few. 
more. paſſages of ſcripture, the ſcope of which 
are a full proof of this glorious truth. See Pſal. 

xlii. 1, 2. As the heart panteth after the water«brook; 

ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My ſoul thirſt- 
eth for God, for the living God : Theſe are ſtrong 

expreſſions, they import great zeal : when we 
pant, the heart and all the powers of the body, 

throb and beat, for watit of breath. We flutter 
to and fro, till recovered. So the gracious ſoul 

pants and flutters for the enjoyment of God. 

The vehemency and ſtrength of the ſpiritual de- 
ſires of the godly ſoul, for the participation of 

divine goodneſs are ſet forth by the metaphor of 
panting. The hart is a creature very thirſty by 
nature, but much more ſo, when it has been 

hunted. Nothing but water will ſatisfy a hunt- 
ed hart. To which this alludes. If you turn 
this creature into the fineſt 2nd fatteſt paſtures, 

when it is very thirſty by being hunted, it will 

not care to feed therein : no, it is vehement 

thirſty, it lingers after the water-brooks. No- 
| 5 thing 
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thing will pow ſatisfy it but water: for water 
ſuits its preſent appetite and inclination. Fat 
and green paſtures, will not ſatisfy this creature 
in its preſent condition; becauſe that cannot 
quench its thirſt, So if the godly are turned 
into the fat paſtures of worldly pleaſures, they 
can take no delight therein, The divine prin- 
ciple of a godly ſoul, is not to be ſatisfied with 
carnal pleaſures and ſenſual delights. For as the 

hart panteth after the natural water-brooks, ſo 
the godly ſoul, panteth after the divine water- 
| brooks of eternal love, eternal life. If the godly 
are denied (but for a ſhort ſeaſon) the enjoy- 
ment of God, you may ſee it makes them weep 
day and night, yer. 3. Which is a ſtrong proof 
that nothing ſhort of infinite-goodneſs can ſatisfy 
a godly ſoul. If a believer can but enjoy the 
gracious preſence of God, all is well with him. 

And what a mercy is it, that wicked men, nor 
devils, perſecutions, nor priſons can hinder them 
from the participation of infinite love and good- 
_ ., neſs. If they are in a dungeon with the graci- 
ous preſence of God, it makes it more delightful 
than a palace without him. As the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after 
thee, O Cod. A glorious proof that the godly. 
cannot be ſatisfied, but with infinite goodneſs. 
To the ſame import is that, in Pſalm Ixili. 1. O 
. God, thou art my God, early will J ſeek thee : my 
foul thirſteth for thee, my fieſh longeth for thee, &c. 
Here the pſalmiſt diſcovers an appropriating 
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Fail”: and "thoſe expieſſions; Earl, 7 birth, 
Longeth, denote the great ſtrength, and vigour of 
his holy and heavenly deſires for the enjoyment 
of God. They prove that His "foul was reſtleſs 
for an intimate, familiar, ſenſible communion 
with God. And how ſtrong are the 20 
in ver. 8. My ſoul followeth Lf after thee. 

it is the communications of thy loves the cog 


ment, the participation of infinite goodneſs' my 


foul is in the eager purſuit of, as that which 
alone will fatisfy the new creature. We hear 
not one word of his following hard after a crown 
and kingdom, as. things that would ſatisfy the 
vaſt deſires of his ſoul. No, thoſe things were 


but ſhadows in compariſon to infinite goodneſs, 


which the new creature ſucks in from the foun- 


tain of living waters, Every ſubject of grace 
will ſay for himſelf, it is only My Gov can 


| pleaſe and ſatisfy my ſoul. And God himſelf is 


ſo delighted with his own image in the godly 


ſoul, that he will work miracles rather than his 
1 ſhall want the waters of life. See 


Iſaiah xli. 17, 18. When the poor and needy ſeek 
water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth 
or thirſt, I the Lord will bear them, I the God of 
Iſrael will not forſake them. I will open rivers in 


high places, and fountains in the midſt of the valleys . 


T will make the wilderneſs a pool of water, and the 


dry lands ſprings of water. That God will work 
ſuch aſtoniſhing wonders for the relief of the 


godly in their ſtraits, aps they are ready to fink 


for 
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for want of the communications of divine good - 
neſs, is an undeniable proof that nothing ſhore 
of. infinite love and goodneſs, is ſufficient. to 
ſatisfy them. Theſe poor and needy ſouls, who 
are ſeeking water, the water of divine grace, are 
ſuch, who in the light of the ſpirit are made to 
ſee their poverty as ſinners, that they, have loſt 
their original rectitude, and fo are poor and mi- 
ſerable in themſelves, as the deſcendants af 
Adam. They ſee, and experimentally know 
their ſouls muſt be enriched, from the fountain 
of all good, the God of alf grace, or they muſt 
be:eternally poor, eternally miſerably and have 
ing taſted the Lord is good: they are eagerly ſeek- 
ing water; viz. they are ſeeking after farther 
participations of divine grace and googneſs. 
They ſeek water and there is none: None, in any 
meer creature as the fountain thereof. No 
fountain of grace, and infinite goodneſs but In 
God. Nor none, viz. no ſtreams of grace from 
dhe fountain, no ſtream of grace in their own 
Jouls, that they can ſee, or feel when in the dark: 
Hor when God hides his face, this is often the 
caſe of the godly. They, are apt to think they 
have deceived themſelves with meer notions: 
and cannot be content without God. They are 
ſeeking after thoſe taſtes and feelings, they here- 
tofore had ſome gracious experience of, viz. the 
manifeſtation of. vine love, the communication 
of quickening grace: this is the divine water 
the godly are contigually ſeeking after; as the 
moſt yaluable bleſſing in all the world. As that 
without 
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without which they are reſtleſs and canhot be 
content. And that we might not doubt the ve- 
hement longing, and ſtrong deſires of the godly, 
for the water of divine- grace, it is ſaid, their 
tongue r faileth for thirſt. | 

Thirſt is an extream want, and nothing but a 
ſufficient quantity of ſuitable moiſture, internally 
applied, can ſatisfy thirſt: and if it is not timely 
applied, the mar would faiiit, his tongue would 
fail, and his ſpirit fink. So the godly ſoul would 
faint and fail, if not ſupplied with the water of 
life, with infinite goodneſs. Becauſe nothing 
Inferior is ſuitable to the nature of the divine 
principle of a godly ſoul, nor nothing ſhort 


thereof can poſſibly ſatisfy it. As this paige | 
with others do abundantly prove. 


This leads me to take Ro, 


| Secondly, 7 but heaven 22 If a not be 4 JOY 
or place of real happineſs to 4 gracious ſoul, without 
the enjoyment of the gracious preſence of God. : 3 

The truth ef this propoſition will appear; if 


we duly conſider the nature of the ſoul, which is 


a a ſpirit; and the nature of the divine principle 
from whence the ſoul is denominated godly, and 
by which it is ſublimated, even in this world. 
And if it can be ſatisfied with nothing ſhort of 
infinite goodneſs in this world, as has been 
proved, how ig it poſſible any thing inferior to 
the divine Being, can render ie really happy in 
heaven: when, and Where the ſoil] is abundantly 
calarged, 
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enlarged, in all its powers, and freed from all its 
imperfections. The gracious preſence of God 
makes an heaven, where ever it is enjoyed: and 
nothing but infinite goodneſs, can make a ſpi- 
ritual creature truly happy. But is this to be 
found in, or can it be derived from any meer 
creature, how highly ſoever exalted ? ſaints and 
angels are but cteatures, and as ſuch they are fi- 
nite : nor can the angels communicate happineſs 
to ſouls above; they have not an infinite fulneſs 
in themſelves, they are not the fountain of infi- 
nite goodneſs : they cannot fill the ſpacious cavi- 
ties of an immortal ſoul; and if the ſoul is not 
filled, it cannot be ſatisfied, and if not ſatisfied, 
it cannot be truly happy. Can a ſoul be truly 
happy withour the enjoyment of God's gracious 
preſence, when it is inſeperably united to Chriſt 
its exalted head, from whom it received ſuch a 
divine principle, as to capacitate it for the receps. > . 
tion of divine goodneſs ? utterly impoſſible this. 
Souls in heaven, are altogether perfect, being pre- 
ſented without pot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing : 
having no manner of blemiſh (5). And as to its 
powers, they are expanded to the utmoſt, its de- 
fires are ſtretched out, they are capacious, too 
capacious for any thing, but infinite goodnels,to 
ſatisfy. How then, can a ſoul in heaven, be truly 
happy without the gracious preſence of God? 
one glorified faint, cannot make another happy 
> without God. Nor can the innumerable com- 
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pany of angels do it. No, both angels and 
daints muſt ſay, concerning, the communications 
of. infinite goodneſs, from whence ariſeth the real 
happineſs of glorified ſouls, as the depth, and the 
Sea (c); it is not in me, it is not in me. Souls in 
heaven, delight in, and are happy, with their 
union to, and communion with one another, i in 
Chriſt, their exalted head, no farther than, or, in 

Proportion to the divine, impreſſions of the all- 
glorious God which they behold, with a raviſh- 
ing admiration in each other (4). Every glo- 


ified ſoul is ſwallowed up in, and raviſhed wich 


the communicable perfections of its gracious 
God. They are filled with joy unſpeakable, in 
.beholding God in themſelves. ; Therefore they 
cannot be happy without his gracious preſence. 
5; 2d. There can be no real happineſs in heaven, 
if the ſoul is not ſatisfied ; and ſatisfaction to a 
gracious ſoul ariſeth from, or conſiſteth in the 
Joul's likeneſs to God: and the more we enjoy 
of God, the more we are like to God. A like- 
neſs to God, in regard of all thoſe divine perfec- 
tions; che ſoul is ſuſceptible of, is that that ſatisfies 
and renders it happy. When the divine Being 
makes an impreſſion upon the ſoul, an impreſ- 
lion of his own image and likeneſs, by ſpread- 
ing himſelf upon all its powers, then it is ſatis- 
ned. As. the pſalmiſt faith, I all be. ſatisfied, 
.chen 1 awake, with thy likeneſs (e). Oh! it is 
Oe 


(e) Pſal. xvii, 15. 
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the likeneſs of God's majeſty and glory, appear- 
ing in the perſon, and ſhining through our ex- 
alted Saviour; ſpreading itſelf over the ſoul ; 
which" makes it truly happy. When the body 
of the ſaints awake out of the ſleep of death, at 
the reſurrection day, then both body and ſoul; 
will be ſatisfied with the divine likeneſs. Hence 
it is obvious, that nothing will ſatisfy the ſoul, 
but the divine likeneſs, the likeneſs of God, and 
the'enjoyment of his gracious preſence in heaven 
above. The carnal heart, a Chriſtleſs ſoul, looks 
npon heaven, merely as a place, a place of ſome 
kind of pleaſure ; but what is it they know not. 
They dream of only carnal pleaſures, reſt and 
eaſe ; a ceſſation of trouble, a great plenty of 
ſenſual delights, ſuited to gratify the fleſh ; for 
they can taſte, nor reliſh nothing of divine 
things, for want of a divine principle. But oh! 
the heaven-born ſoul, raiſed to the eternal man- 
ſibns, is quite another creature. Nothing earth - 
ly, nor ſenſual, can accommodate or delight it. 
No, no, its true, its real happineſs ſtands in the 
fruition, and enjoy ment of God. Whom bave I 
in heaven but thee. 

zd. The eſſential happineſs of a glorified ſoul, 
conſiſts in the real poſſeſſion and enjoyment of 
that which is ſuperior to itſelf. But no meer 
creature is ſuperior to glorified ſouls above: 
therefore it muſt be eternal goodneſs, infinite 
love, wherewith they are filled, and poſſeſſed, 
and by which their eſſential happineſs is conſti- 
8 1" tuted. 
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tuted. For nothing merely extrinſical to itſelf, 
(as every other creature is) can conſtitute an im- 
mortal ſpirit's happineſs. The glorified ſoul, 
muſt be poſſeſſed with an intrinſical fulneſs, or 
it cannot be really happy. Poſſeſſed with infi- 
nite uncreated goodneſs, as nutritious to the di- 
vine principle, received from the all- fulneſs i in 
Chriſt Jeſus. And as Cbriſt in you, (i, e. the 
ſaints while they are in this world) is the hope of 
glory, viz. future glory in heaven above: ſo 
Chriſt in the ſouls of thoſe in the eternal man- 
fions, I ſay Chriſt. in all his fulneſs of Deity, is 
the very eſſence of that glory which the ſaints 
below, expected to enjoy above, in the eternal 
; manſions of heaven. And it is ſuch a glory that 

- conſtitutes the eſſential happineſs of the' ſoul. 
And without which, heaven itſelf, nor all the 
glorious angels above, could yield the ſoul any 
ſolid joy. The everlaſting felicity, the eternal 
joy, and real happineſs of the glorified ſoul, con- 
ſiſteth in the gracious, and continual emanations 
of infinite love · and goodneſs : filling the ſoul 
with all the fulneſs of God. As prayed for, by 
the apoſtle, Eph. iii. 19. But will not be fully 
anſwered on this {ide eternity. When we _= 
above, when we arrive to an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens ; when we enter 
into glory, then, and there, it will be anfwered 
"to the utmoſt extent. Oh!] it is the all. fulneſs 
of God, Wherewith the ſoul will be raviſhed, and 
filled with Joy unſpeakable, and full. of 22 

An 


= 
And, without the enjoyment of infinite goodneſs, 
the ſoul cannot be intirely ſatisfied; conſequent- 
ly it cannot be perfectly happy, if it could be in 
heaven without communion with God. No; 
Whan have I in heaven but thee. 


1 will now make ſome uſe of what has been 


Us l. Lat us admire the wonderful power 
and efficacy of divine grace. What an aſtoniſh- 

ing alteration it makes, when it is once en- 
khroned in the heart of a poor ſinner! it makes 
the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſþ ſinner, become a ſpi- 
ritual man, a holy faint. Oh! how it illumi- 
nates the underſtanding with rays of divine light, 
whereby it beholds a raviſhing beauty in religi- 
on, an unexpreſſible worth and preciouſneſs in 
Chriſt as a Saviour. Ir ſoftens the hard heart, 
makes the moſt obſtinate flexible. It humbles 
the proud, and brings down the lofty ſinner. It 
dethrones enmity in the heart, againſt God. It 
rectifies the diſtempered affections, and excites 
ſuch ſpiritual love to God, that his honour 
and glory is made the ultimate end of every 
any "5 


Uſe II. Hence we ſee, how e di- 
vine grace beautifies, ennobles and enricheth its 


ſubjects. Grace makes the once blackmoor : | 
finner, now ſhine bright with rays of ſanctity. 


2 Oh, 


— — „ „ LL .F 


( 25 P 

h, how humble, heavenly, holy and god: like, 
6 Heer! it make a poor worm ! grace (implante in 
the heart) brings the ſoul to abhor ſin 3 it can no 
longer delight in wallowing in the mire thereof : 
it cannot ſacrifice to proud carnal ſinful ſelf. . It 
will now make no more proviſion for the fleſh, to 
Yulfil the luſis thereof. No, divine grace excites 
the ſoul to love, and live upon God, in Chrift. 
Its great deſign is to mortify the deeds of the body. 
Conformity to God, is eyed, as that in which 
the ſoul's true joy and happineſs doth conſiſt. 
The affeftions are ſet on things above. And the 
converſation of the godly ſoul is in heaven. Oh, 
what a noble life does a believer live!“ 


Uſe II. Hence we ſee the 8 miſtake, 
the carnal polite world do make; and how falſe 
their aſſertions; in ſaying, the godly are a poor 
1ow-lived, mean ſpirited ſet of people, and they 
look upon them, as an ignorant contemptible 
pack of miſcreants. Alas! they are under a ſad 
miſtake, they know nothing of high life; ex- 
cept an high life of ſin againſt God. They are 
utter ſtrangers to religion, and the power of god- 
lineſs. They know nothing of the divine plea- 
ſures of a religious life ; the high and delicious 
fare upon which the godly live, Humble chriſ- 
tians, godly ſouls, live a life of faith, a divine 
life, and that is a truly grand, noble high life. 
But this kind of life, being purely ſpiritual, it is 


no wonder the carnal world ſhould miſtake it for 
low and mean. * 
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Uſe IV. The doctrine we e been inſiſting 
* ion, reproves poor earthly muck-worms, and 
carnal profeſſors, who never ſeek after God, in 
all their religious pretenſions, and devotions: 
but content themſelves with meer externals of 
religion, being ſtrangers to its internal power 
upon their hearts. Poor carnal ſouls! they 
feed upon aſhes, and take delight in nothing but 
earthly 4 Their carnal heart tells them, 
there 1s nothing” deſirable in religion; nor any 
ſatisfying good, in the infinitely good and graci- 
ous God, As tho? his ſervice was a mean im- 
ployment, a perfect drudgery, and abſolute 
Navery : and that nothing valuable or truly preci- 
ous, could be obtained thereby. Alas l ſuch poor 
mean ſouls, loudly proclaim themſelves Godleſs, 
: Chriſtleſs, grageleſs. They taſte no ſweetneſs, 
in any thing, but their ſenſual delights, and ſinful 
pleaſures. - Theylack likerſwine;' who never look 
upwards for any mercy, but are always greedy, 
and covetous of that which will gratify the fleſh, 
and will end in their everlaſting deſtruction, if 
divine grace interpoſe not. Ah ! poor grace- 
leſs ſoul, thou art crying out, give, O give me 
much of the world, give me the delights, profits, 
honours, pleaſures thereof ; theſe, O theſe are 
ſweet things, they ſuit my inclination, they pleaſe 
my taſte, But, let us behold with thankful 
admiration the powerful influences of divine 
grace in the hearts of the gogly who are crying 
_ out, O give me much of God, much of his gra- 
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cions preſence, tbis, O this is the life of my ſoul, 
in this I taſte; an overcoming, ſweetneſs, with this 
1 am delighted. Whom, bave I in heaven but 


ther ? and there in none upon earth, that I "Ape 
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wack ſhall dank * the -tberrp'of: jag a fel 
a concerning the deceaſed. © Not with any 
intention to aggrandize her character: for that 
gan be of no ſervice, nor does ſhe need any ſuch 
paltry! ſtuff: but that the living, her ſurviving 
friends and relations, might be encouraged, and 
excited to thankfulneſs: that we might adore 
our covenant- keeping God, and that grace of 
his, which was preſent with her, from firſt to 
laſt, in her death · bed affliction.- I aſked her 
ſome days before her death, how ſhe fared, in 
regard to the in ward man, whether the was com- 
fortable in her ſoul; to which ſhe replied in the 
affirmative. And ſaid, ne always had been ſub - 
ject to feats, concerning her future ſtate, ever 
fince ſhe hoped ſhe had ſome acquaintance with 
Chriſt. And that her fears would always pre- 
vail, and grow ſtronger, whenever ſhe laboured 
under any particular illneſs of body. But ſhe 
bleſſed God, that he had removed all her fears 
in this affliction, and that ſhe was entirely free 
from all heſitations. She mentioned many por- 
tions of ſcripture which were of great coinfort, 
and Rp to ber ö under her afflietion. 


But 


TS 
But my memory is too treacherous to, retain 
them all: however I well remember that ſhe re- 
peated theſe words, God is not a man that he 
ſhould. lie, neither the fon of m man, that be Jhould re. 
pent: bath be ſaid and 7 ſhall le not do it ? or bath 
be Jpoken, and all he not nale it goed? To 
which, I ſaid to this effect, “ that ſaving faith, 
always looks to, and relies upon the un- 
* changeableneſs, and faithfulneſs of God, in 
e covenant, there it ſtrikes anchor, and upon 
cc that rock the ſoul doth ſtay and reſt itſelf, in 
« the midſt of ſtorms and tempeſts.” To 
which ſhe replied, yes, I find it fo, and that 
upon the love; and faithfulneſs of a gracious 
God, ſhe relied for eternal ſalvation, or to that 
effect. I aſked her, how her mind ſtood, 
in regard to life or death, whether ſhe choſe 
one rather than the other; to which, ſhe ſaid, 
I am reſigned to the will of God, either to live 
or die, or to that effect. The words of our 
text, (as I hinted before) were very precious to 
her; and ſhe drew much comfort, and ſpiritual 
_ conſolation from them. And when ſhe was ſo 
weak, that ſhe could ſcarcely utter herſelf, ſhe 
diſcovered great pleaſure, and delight, in lowly 
uttering theſe words; Vo is this that cometh 
up from the wilderneſs, leaning upon ber be- 


\ - Þoved? What a comforting conſideration, to ſur- 


viving chriſtian friends, and relations, muſt ſuch 
a dying teſlimony of divine love be! in thoſe 
awful 
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aufül moments, when her Precious ſoul is juſt 
going to make its appearance before an infi- 
nitely holy, juſt and rightcous God; it ſhrinks 
not back, but haſtens into the divine imbraces 
of that everlaſting love, of which ſhe had ſuch 
delightful views and pleaſing taſtes in her death- 
bed affliction. | 


